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face of the bride elect.' These I found to be weighty arguments, and felt constrained to quiet their apprehensions of ill-luck by compliance ; I therefore forced the gold dress and the glittering drapery over my other clothes, at the expense of some suffering from the heat, for it was at the very hottest season of the year, and the dulhaun was crowded with visitors.
This important point conceded to them, I was led to a side hall, where the little girl was seated on her carpet of rich embroidery, her face resting on her knees in apparent bashfulness. I could not directly ascertain whether she was plain, or pretty as the female agent had represented. I was allowed the privilege of decorating the young lady with the sweet jessamine guinahs,1 and placing the ring on the forefinger of the right hand ; after which, the ear-rings, the gold-tissue dress, the deputtah were all in their turn put on, the offering of money presented, and then I had the first embrace before her mother. She looked very pretty, just turned twelve. If I could have prevailed on her to be cheerful, I should have been much gratified to have extended my visit in her apartment, but the poor child seemed ready to sink with timidity ; and out of compassion to the dear girl, I hurried away from the hall, to relieve her from the burden ray presence seemed to inflict, the moment I had accomplished2"my last duty, which was to feed her with my own hand, giving her seven pieces of sugar-candy ; seven, on this occasion, is the lucky number, I presume, as I was particularly cautioned to feed her with exactly that number of pieces.
Returning to the assembly in the dulhaun, I would have gladly taken leave ; but there was yet one other custom to be observed to secure a happy omen to the young people's union. Once again seated on the musnud with Sumdun Begum,2 the female slaves entered with sherbet in silver basins. Each person taking sherbet is expected to deposit gold or silver coins in the tray ; the sherbet-money at this house is collected
1  Probably the genda or French, marigold (Tageies erecta).
2  Sumdun is always the title of the bride's mamma ;  Bohue, that of the young wife, and, therefore, my thus designating her here is premature. [Samdhan means a connexion by marriage.   The mothers of bride and bridegroom are samdlian to each other.]